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Joyce's Journal
A monthly dispatch from Joyce A. Miller, Writer

AMERICA CELEBRATES 250TH!

As America prepares to mark its 250th anniversary on July 4, a new
exhibition at Gari Melchers Home and Studio at Belmont is offering
a rare look at how artist Gari Melchers brought historic moments to
life on canvas. The exhibit features early studies and preliminary
versions of murals and civic paintings commissioned across the
country. It gives visitors a behind-the-scenes look at the creative
process behind some of his historic works. On a personal note, the
museum has decided not to carry Mrs. Gari Melchers in their gift
shop because they're concerned it could blur the line between
historical fact and fiction in a way that doesn't align with their role
as a museum. Despite this, I hope you will go and visit this
reinstallation of their galleries as many of the paintings and
preliminary sketches in this exhibit appear in my book. Visiting
Belmont is what inspired the book in the first place!

On Friday July 17 from 2pm till 7pm, I’ll be participating in Rolling
Ladders RVA Gilded Golden Hour Book Fair at the Workshop by
T&D on Mactavish Avenue in Scott’s Addition. Tickets are free, but
you must register at @rollingladdersrva link tree as they only have
room for 300 people. Come and see me! This is part of a three-day
literary event that includes a Literary Scavenger Hunt during the
day on Saturday July 18, a Rolling Ladders RVA Charity Ball on
Saturday evening, and a Bookish Brunch Market on Sunday July 19.
The events are free with the exception of the Charity Ball; tickets
are $50 with proceeds benefiting READ RVA. READ RVA offers

Winner announced
stencil-edged copy
of Mrs. Gari Melchers!

A GLIMPSE OF
WHAT'S INCLUDED:
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literacy classes and tutoring to adult students free of charge.
Supporting READ RVA will make a difference in the life of someone
who struggles to read to a child, to read the newspaper, to read
street signs and medical directives or to complete a job application.

On Saturday June 27th, I attended a writing workshop exploring the
sense of smell. This workshop included animal ambassador Frack, a
de-scented skunk. The next workshop, exploring the sense of sight
with pigeons from Thieves of Seed Bird Rescue, will be held at
Possum-Bilities in Fredericksburg, VA on August 1. Admission is $35
along with a donation of an item in need for the wildlife rescue. Join
me and sign up here: 
https://risingdawnyogastudio.taramala.com/classes/events

In last month’s newsletter, I offered a stenciled-edge copy of Mrs.
Gari Melchers to a newsletter subscriber who shared her favorite
book in the historical fiction genre. Nancy Bluhm was the winner
with two favorites: The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah and Stepping
Across the Desert by Kat Caldwell. I’ve just finished reading The
Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon. So many characters!

I live in the Church Hill section of Richmond, VA with my husband and my
retired racing greyhound. Before I started writing, I worked for 30 years at a
nuclear physics research laboratory.

Do what you came here for!

https://risingdawnyogastudio.taramala.com/classes/events
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