FEBRUARY 2026 | ISSUE 63

Joyce's Journal

A monthly dispatch from Joyce A. Miller, Writer

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CORINNE! A GLIMPSE OF
WHAT'S INCLUDED:

Interview with

Feb is a bi th at h . My husband’s birthday i
ebruary is a big month at my house. My husband’s birthday is Bold Journeys

February 12, Valentine’s Day is February 14 and our thirtieth ]
wedding anniversary is on February 16". And now | have another magazine!
birthday to celebrate because Corinne Melchers, my main

character, was born on February 27, 1880. I'm having my book

launch party for Mrs. Gari Melchers combined with a birthday party

for Corinne on Sunday February 22™ from 2pm till 4pm at Studio

Two Three on Richmond'’s south side. We’ll have cake and hot and

cold beverages. I'll do a short reading from the book and answer

any questions you have. Books will be available for sale and if you've

already purchased a book, bring it along and I'll sign it for you.

Please join us to celebrate my book and Corinne’s birthday if you

can!

Corinne falls under the Zodiac water sign of Pisces. She emulates
her sigh because she has compassion, an artistic nature and
intuition which you will see as you are reading Mrs. Gari Melchers.
She had a gift for empathy, naturally attuning herself to the
feelings of people and animals alike. As | was writing the book, | felt
that she and | were kindred spirits.

On January 24th, | had the pleasure of attending Wild Senses: A
Mindful Creative Writing Workshop at Possum-Bilities Gift Shop in
Fredericksburg, VA. Meditation coach Dawn Deiman and author-
teacher Amanda Sue Creasey led this unique collaboration, guiding



us through an exploration of the sense of taste. We savored
blueberries mindfully while Eva, an adorable blind opossum, served
as our muse. Eva chomped down on some blueberries, too! More
workshops are planned throughout the year, with the next session
in April focusing on touch and featuring reptiles. I'd love to see you
there! You can register at www.risingdawnyogastudio.com.

I was interviewed for an online magazine called Bold Journeys.
Every problem or dilemma we face has been faced by countless
others in the past and so the people at Bold Journeys wanted to
create a place to have conversations around those challenges. In
their view, one of the best ways to deal with those challenges is to
learn from the stories and experiences of others. They believe the
stories, experiences and insights of our neighbors, friends and peers
are worth more than all the wealth in the world as these stories are
the most relevant and authentic sources of wisdom.

As a bonus for this month’s newsletter, I'm going to include a link to
my interview with Bold Journeys.

Find it here:
https://boldjourney.com/story-lesson-highlights-with-joyce-miller-
of-church-hill-richmond-va-highlight

I live in the Church Hill section of Richmond, VA with my husband and my
retired racing greyhound. Before | started writing, | worked for 30 years at a
nuclear physics research laboratory.
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