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Joyce's Journal
A monthly dispatch from Joyce A. Miller, Writer

SPRING IS HERE!

Spring is here but I have to say that I’ve been feeling some stress
with life lately. The world feels like an uncertain and frightening
place right now, so what have I been doing about it? I’ve tried to
focus on things that are within my control—being thoughtful about
where I shop and how much social media I consume. In times of
uncertainty, creativity can be a refuge. Writing is therapeutic by
itself. But creating fiction during tumultuous times connects me to
other women writers like Octavia Butler and Isabel Allende who
responded to uncertainty by making meaningful storytelling. My
writing exists in a different sphere than these masters of the craft,
though I draw inspiration from their insight. 

What I’m reading: I just finished Sipsworth by Simon van Booy.
Following the deaths of her husband and son, Helen Cartwright
returns to the English village of her childhood after living in
Australia for six decades. Her only wish is to die quickly and without
fuss. Over the course of a week, a chance encounter with an
abandoned pet mouse gives her a new reason to live. Now I’m
delving into Cooking with Picasso.

My attempt at some
blackout poetry.
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’You’ll recall in February’s newsletter that I had a library-themed
word search that caused a major glitch when reading the
newsletter on a mobile device. The plan was that if you completed
the word search, you would be entered into a drawing to get a
signed copy of Mrs. Gari Melchers when it’s released this summer.
Due to the glitch and to make it fair, I threw all the subscriber
names into a hat and drew Paul Neumann’s name as the winner.
Paul will be receiving a signed copy this summer!

April is National Poetry Month. Blackout poetry is a great way to
work on rekindling and  improving your creativity. Blackout poetry
is a form of appropriation art where the artist finds a new poem in
pre-existing text. This can be written word from books, magazines,
or newspapers.

As the bonus for April’s newsletter, I’m attaching my attempt at
some blackout poetry. Maybe it will entice you to try some yourself?
If you do, please tell me about it in an email; or post it and tag me
on social media to let me know.

I live in the Church Hill section of Richmond, VA with my husband and my
retired racing greyhound. Before I started writing, I worked for 30 years at a
nuclear physics research laboratory.

Do what you came here for!




